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Abstract
We show that the result on cyclic weak contractions of Harjani et al. (J. Nonlinear Sci.
Appl. 6:279-284, 2013) holds without the assumption of compactness of the
underlying space, and also without the assumption of continuity of the given
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1 Introduction
In , Kirk et al. introduced in [] an interesting concept of cyclic contractions inmetric
spaces, and obtained the corresponding generalizations of Banach’s, as well as some other
ﬁxed point results. In subsequent articles, several authors obtained various ﬁxed point
theorems, adapting some other known results to their cyclic variants (see, e.g., [, –]).
The ﬁrst results for cyclic contractions in compact metric spaces were obtained already
in []. Recently, Harjani et al. [] obtained a cyclic ﬁxed point result in compact spaces for
weak contractions (in the sense of [, ]), thusmodifying a theorem of Karapınar [] and
Karapınar and Sadarangani [].
In this note, we are going to improve the result from [] showing that it still holdswithout
the assumption of compactness of the underlying space, and also without the assumption
of continuity of the givenmapping. An application to well posedness of the corresponding
problem is also obtained.
2 Preliminaries
Let X be a nonempty set, and A,A, . . . ,Ap be its nonempty subsets. Recall that Y =
⋃p
i=Ai is said to be a cyclic representation of Y with respect to a mapping T : Y → Y
if
T(A)⊂ A, . . . , T(Ap–)⊂ Ap, T(Ap)⊂ A. (.)
Roughly speaking, there are two kinds of ﬁxed point results for cyclic contractions - those
assuming that Y = X, and those that do not use this assumption.
© 2016 Kadelburg et al. This article is distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in anymedium, pro-
vided you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative Commons license, and
indicate if changes were made.
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In [, ], the following class of functions was used:
J = {φ : [, +∞)→ [, +∞) : φ is continuous, nondecreasing,φ() =  and φ(t) > 
for t ∈ (, +∞)}.
The main result in [, ] is the following.
Theorem  ([], Theorem , [], Theorem ) Let (X,d) be a complete metric space, and
let Y =
⋃p
i=Ai be a cyclic representation of Y ⊆ X with respect to a mapping T : Y → Y ,
where the sets Ai are closed. If, for some φ ∈ J ,
d(Tx,Ty)≤ d(x, y) – φ(d(x, y)) (.)
for any x ∈ Ai and y ∈ Ai+, i = , , . . . ,p, where Ap+ = A, then T has a unique ﬁxed point
z ∈ ⋂pi=Ai.
We will use the following auxiliary result.
Lemma  ([], Lemma .) Let (X,d) be a metric space, T : X → X be a mapping and let
X =
⋃p
i=Ai be a cyclic representation of X w.r.t. T . Assume that
lim
n→∞d(xn,xn+) = ,
where xn+ = Txn, x ∈ A, n ∈N. If {xn} is not a Cauchy sequence, then there exist an ε > 
and two sequences {n(k)} and {m(k)} of positive integers such that n(k) >m(k) > k and the




where j(k) ∈ {, , . . . ,p} is chosen so that n(k) – (m(k) – j(k))≡  (modp), for each k ∈N.
Remark  Using the previous lemma, similar to [], one can prove that there is an equiv-
alence between Theorem  and the corresponding ﬁxed point result for non-cyclic weak
contraction. In the case when Y = X =
⋃p
i=Ai, no assumption on the closedness of sets Ai
is necessary, while in the case when Y 	= X, it is enough to assume that one of these sets
is closed (similarly as in [], Theorem .). However, in this case the cyclic and non-cyclic
versions of this assertion are not equivalent anymore.
In [], the following class of functions (obviously wider than J ) was used in order to
obtain a version of Theorem  in compact metric spaces (and assuming that Y = X):
F = {φ : [, +∞)→ [, +∞) : φ is nondecreasing,φ() =  and φ(t) > 
for t ∈ (, +∞)}.
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Theorem  ([], Theorem .) Let (X,d) be a compact metric space and T : X → X a
continuous mapping. Suppose that X =
⋃p
i=Ai is a cyclic representation of X with respect
to T . If, for some φ ∈F , relation (.) holds for any x ∈ Ai and y ∈ Ai+, i = , , . . . ,p where
Ap+ = A, then T has a unique ﬁxed point z ∈ ⋂pi=Ai.
Remark  Under the assumptions of Theorem , it can easily be seen that X = ⋃pi=Ai is
also a cyclic representation of X w.r.t. T . Moreover, all sets Ai, i ∈ {, . . . ,p} are compact in
X and (.) implies that
d(Tx,Ty) < d(x, y)
holds for all x ∈ Ai, y ∈ Ai+ with x 	= y. But then the result follows directly from [], The-
orem .. Hence, Theorem  is not a new result.
Note also that [], Remark ., is not correct. Namely, Theorem  is not a generalization
of Theorem , since it uses the assumption Y = X, which is not present in Theorem .
The following result is a version of [], Theorem , when (X,d) is a compact metric
space.
Theorem  ([], Theorem .) Under the assumptions of Theorem , the ﬁxed point prob-
lem for T is well posed, that is, if there exists a sequence {yn} in X with d(yn,Tyn) →  as
n→ ∞, then yn → z as n→ ∞, where z is the unique ﬁxed point of T .
3 Results
Our main result is the following improvement of Theorem , that is, the main result from
[]. Note that compactness of the space is not assumed, nor is the continuity of T . Also,
the subsetsAi of X need not be closed.Moreover, the proof is much shorter than the proof
of the relevant theorem in [].
Theorem  Let (X,d) be a complete metric space and T : X → X be a mapping. Suppose
that X =
⋃p
i=Ai is a cyclic representation of X with respect to T . If, for some φ ∈ F , re-
lation (.) holds for any x ∈ Ai and y ∈ Ai+, i = , , . . . ,p, where Ap+ = A, then T has a
unique ﬁxed point z ∈ X and z ∈ ⋂pi=Ai.Moreover, each Picard sequence xn = Tnx, x ∈ X
converges to z.
Proof Take arbitrary x ∈ X. It belongs to some of the subsets Ai, i ∈ {, . . . ,p}, say x ∈ A.
Then the Picard sequence xn = Txn–, n ∈N, is divided into the following p subsequences,
each belonging to some Ai, i ∈ {, . . . ,p}:
{xnp} ⊂ A, {xnp+} ⊂ A, . . . , {xnp+p–} ⊂ Ap.
Suppose that xn+ 	= xn, for each n (otherwise there is nothing to prove). It easily follows
that xn 	= xm for n 	=m. Moreover, it can be proved in a standard way (e.g., as in the proof
of [], Theorem .) that
d(xn,xn+) ↓  as n→ ∞.
We will prove that {xn} is a Cauchy sequence.
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Suppose that this is not true. Then, using Lemma , we conclude that there exist an ε > 
and two sequences {n(k)} and {m(k)} of positive integers, with n(k) >m(k) > k, such that
the sequences (.) tend to ε+ when k → ∞. Applying (.) with x = xm(k)–j(k), y = xn(k), we
get









) ≤ d(xm(k)–j(k),xn(k)) – d(xm(k)–j(k)+,xn(k)+),





) → , as k → ∞.
Since ε ≤ d(xm(k)–j(k),xn(k)) for k suﬃciently large, we obtain  < φ(ε)≤ φ(d(xm(k)–j(k),xn(k))),
a contradiction. Hence, {xn} is a Cauchy sequence.
Since the space X is complete, there is z ∈ X = ⋃pi=Ai such that xn → z as n → ∞.
This means that z ∈ Am for some m ∈ {, . . . ,p} and, hence, Tz ∈ Am+. Consider the sub-
sequence {xnp+m} ⊂ Am+ of {xn}. Applying (.), we get
d(xnp+m+,Tz) = d(Txnp+m,Tz)




≤ d(xnp+m, z)→ , as n→ ∞.
It follows that xnp+m+ → Tz as n → ∞ and, by the uniqueness of the limit, Tz = z. By the
cyclic property (.) of T , it follows that z ∈ ⋂pi=Ai.
The uniqueness of the ﬁxed point follows from the contractive condition (.), since,
again by (.), each ﬁxed point of T belongs to
⋂p
i=Ai. 
Taking φ(t) = ( – k)t, t ∈ [, +∞), k ∈ [, ) in Theorem , we obtain the following ver-
sion of a Banach-type cyclic contraction result.
Corollary  Let (X,d) be a complete metric space and T : X → X be a mapping. Suppose
that X =
⋃p
i=Ai is a cyclic representation of X with respect to T . If, for some k ∈ [, ),
the inequality d(Tx,Ty) ≤ kd(x, y) holds for any x ∈ Ai and y ∈ Ai+, i = , , . . . ,p, where
Ap+ = A, then T has a unique ﬁxed point z ∈ X and z ∈ ⋂pi=Ai. Moreover, each Picard
sequence xn = Tnx, x ∈ X, converges to z.
Example  Let X = R be endowed with the standard metric. Take A = (–∞, ), A =





– x, |x| < ,






 t, t ∈ [, ),

 t, t ∈ [, +∞).
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Then all the assumptions of Theorem  are fulﬁlled; let us check the condition (.). Sup-
pose that x ∈ A and y ∈ A (the other case can be treated symmetrically). Consider the
following possibilities:
() x ∈ (–∞, –], () x ∈ (–, ), () x ∈ [, ), as well as: (a) y ∈ (–, ), (b) y ∈ [, ),
(c) y ∈ [, +∞).
Case (a). Tx = – x < –

x, Ty = –

y, and d(Tx,Ty) <

 (–x – (–y)) =

 (y – x) =

d(x, y).
Case (b). Tx = – x < –





 (–x – (–y)) =

 (y – x) =

d(x, y).




 (–x – (–y)) =

 (y – x) <

d(x, y).




 |x – y| = d(x, y).




 (x – y) =

d(x, y).
The cases (c), (a), (b), and (c) are symmetric to the cases (b), (b), (a), and (a),
respectively. On the other hand, φ(t)≥  t for all t ≥ .
Hence, in all possible cases,





and the contractive condition (.) of Theorem  is fulﬁlled. We conclude that T has a
unique ﬁxed point (which is z = ). Since:
. X is not compact;
. T is not continuous;
. Ai, i ∈ {, }, are not closed,
Theorems  and  cannot be used to reach this conclusion.
The following modiﬁcation of Theorem  can be proved nearly in the same way.
Theorem  Let X be a nonempty set, and A, A, . . . , Ap be its nonempty subsets, with at
least one of them being closed. Let Y =
⋃p
i=Ai be a cyclic representation of Y with respect
to a mapping T : Y → Y . If, for some φ ∈ F , relation (.) holds for any x ∈ Ai and y ∈
Ai+, i = , , . . . ,p, where Ap+ = A, then T has a unique ﬁxed point z ∈ Y and z ∈ ⋂pi=Ai.
Moreover, each Picard sequence xn = Tnx, x ∈ Y converges to z.
Proof Suppose, without loss of generality, that the subset A is closed (and hence com-
plete) in X. The only diﬀerence in the proof, compared with Theorem , is that, after
proving that {xn} is a Cauchy sequence (in Y ), we conclude that there is z ∈ A(⊆ Y ) such
that xn → z, as n→ ∞. See also the proof of [], Theorem .. 
As another consequence of Theorem , we obtain the following improvement of Theo-
rem .
Corollary  Under the assumptions of Theorem , the ﬁxed point problem for T is well
posed, that is, if {yn} is a sequence in X satisfying d(yn,Tyn)→  as n→ ∞, then yn → z as
n→ ∞,where z is the unique ﬁxed point of T (whose existence is guaranteed byTheorem).
Proof Since, according to Theorem , it follows that the unique ﬁxed point z of T belongs
to
⋂p
i=Ai, the rest of the proof is the same as in [], p. . Namely, this proof uses neither
compactness of X, nor continuity of T . 
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Remark  As a kind of conclusion, we state once more that there are two kinds of cyclic
ﬁxed point results - those treating mappings T : Y → Y , where Y =⋃pi=Ai ⊂ X (possibly
with Y 	= X) and those where Y = X. In results of the ﬁrst kind, it is enough to assume that
one of the sets Ai is closed, while in results of the second kind, no closedness assumption
is needed. In both cases, if the considered mapping T is continuous, all the results reduce
to the case when all Ai ’s are closed.
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